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Ethical Code of the Antena 3 Televisión News Services 

 
The underlying premise behind the News Services of Antena 3 Televisión is to offer the 
audience reliable and quality information, with a commitment to the principles of social 
responsibility derived from the exercise of the journalistic profession in the media. 
 
The organisation and the structure of the decision-making process at Antena 3 News Services 
has been designed and operates to guarantee the compliance with that generic mandate of 
providing such reliable, quality and socially responsible information. The filters and controls 
applied on an ongoing basis at organisational level ensure that the following principles are 
complied with: 
 

• The Spanish Constitution and the legal framework which emanates from it have 
become the reference framework for the activities of our professionals and for the 
contents arising from their work. No behaviour or information may infringe the 
principles enshrined in the Magna Charta or contravene any legal or regulatory 
provision. 

 
• All the news provided must always guarantee the respect for the dignity of 

persons. To that effect, the right to privacy will be preserved. Non consented 
investigations about the private life of individuals will be justified only in honour of 
public interests. The rights of those individuals whose circumstances or nature place 
them in a position of weakness or eventual discrimination should be especially 
preserved. In this respect, no allusion will me made to them using pejorative or 
disparaging terms, or any other term that might reveal any prejudices. Similarly, their 
race, colour of the skin, religion, moral beliefs, social origin, sexual condition or any 
other belief-related issues will never be the subject of unnecessary descriptions or 
evaluations, and they should be treated with special care, in order to ensure that such 
persons receive a fair treatment. These issues should only be mentioned in the news 
when they are relevant for the news story. In this context, any statements that may 
be humiliating, discriminatory or degrading for other persons should be avoided, 
unless they are present in the origin or the basis of the news. In any case, those 
statements that incite to violence or go against the legislation in force will never be 
justified. 

 
• To ensure the compliance with these principles and those regarding the reliability of 

the information, the language and visual resources used in the news offered by 
the Antena 3 News Service will be carefully treated and supervised. They shall be 
appropriate for the information to be transmitted, and should not include any 
expressions or images which add no information and may offend viewers' sensibilities. 

 
• All the journalists of the editorial staff of Antena 3 must clearly and unambiguously 

abide by the principle of separation of activities, in order to avoid any eventual 
conflicts of interest. Any activities not exclusively related to the journalistic profession 
should leave no room for doubt in view of any eventual conflict of interests. 

 
• As in the case of the remaining programs of Antena 3, news bulletins will clearly and 

explicitly differentiate information from advertising, making a distinction 
between purely journalistic and commercial contents. 
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• News contents will also be unambiguously distinguished from those that may 
entail any construction or criticism in connection with any aspect of current 
affairs. 

 
• The members of the editorial staff of the Antena 3 News Service are not allowed to 

accept any gifts or privileges that could be understood as a loss of their 
capacity to provide objective and independent information in connection with 
any company or institution that is the subject matter of their information. Similarly, the 
use in his/her own benefit of any inside information by any journalist who may obtain 
such information as a consequence of the field where he/she works cannot be 
accepted. 

 
• The legal principle of presumption of innocence will be scrupulously complied with 

in connection with any information related to investigations or court proceedings in 
progress. 

 
• Rigor will be maximized when minors are involved, and all the principles and criteria 

established by the legislation in force in connection with the right to privacy and 
protection of minors will be observed. 

 
• Finally, within the scope of the exercise of social responsibility, the Antena 3 News 

Service has incorporated into its programs the principle of participation of viewers 
through social networking, beyond the interactivity allowed by the Antena 3 News 
Service website. The new communication forms and tools allow a greater degree of 
presence and interaction of the audience with the news programs, something that 
should be fostered, in the opinion of Antena 3. 

 


